
While other kids wanted to grow up to be carpenters, firefighters 
or teachers, all I ever wanted to be was an illustrator. I was a super 
shy kid. I talked funny, daydreamed too much and was terrible at 
sports. But there was one thing I considered myself to be good 
at—and that was drawing. 

Comics and picture books played a huge part in inspiring me. 
Fortunately, my Mum knew how important books were. She 
regularly read to my sister and me. My favourite story, without 
a doubt, was Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak. I 
loved the fantastic story of a kid going on a magical journey. The 
illustrations were sublime. And I’m totally a sucker for any book 
with monsters.

My Mum wrote poetry. Not professionally. But she had a couple 
of poems published in magazines. She also read classic Australian 
poems and stories to us by authors like Henry Lawson and Banjo 
Paterson, as well the mystery book series The Famous Five by 
Enid Blyton. Because I was obsessed about the subject matter, the 
reading list included any books about dinosaurs she could find.

As I got older, I read a lot of comics, particularly superhero ones. 
I really liked X-Men, Avengers, Judge Dredd and The Phantom. 
Basically, any comics I could get my hands on. I loved fantasy 
novels too. I loved The Chronicles of Prydan series, the Earthsea 
trilogy, and the Conan books. And what I really loved were those 
Choose-Your-Own Fighting/Fantasy books where you not only 
got to read the story, but you fought monsters as well.

Just like I wanted when I was a kid, I grew up to be an Illustrator! 
I got to write and draw for Simpsons’ Comics, Futurama, Rick and 
Morty, and Oggy and the Cockroaches. I illustrated the Timmy the 
Ticked-Off Pony series (written by Magda Szubanski), the Funny 
Thing Happened to Simon Sidebottom series, On The First Day 

Of School series, as well as the Brock the Croc series. Now, 
I get to write and draw my own books, like Mrs Snitch is a 

Witch, the Death Metal Emo Elves series, Can You Find The 
Easter Bunny?, Can You Find Santa’s Elves, and Freaky 
Tales: Can You Find The Piggies?

I still read every day. I’m still a  
big comic nerd. I love a book  
with a fantasy element and,  
of course, I’m still a sucker  
for any book with a  
monster!
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Hi! 
I’m Dean Rankine, and 
I’m an illustrator and 

comic book artist.



books to come

 
For your chance to win one of 25 book prize packs (10 titles in each), 
please read the front page of your Books in Homes Catalogue and 
answer the following questions:

1. Who is our Role Model this term?
2. What does our Role Model do as a career?
3. What was our Role Model’s terrible at? 
4. What was our Role Model’s favourite story?
5. What four superhero comics did our Role Model love?

Bonus Question

6. What magical journey would you like to go on?

Please add a drawing that you would like to  
see come to life.  

Make sure you also write:

1.	 Your full name

2.	 The school you attend

3.	 The class you are in

4.	 How old you are.

Good Luck!

Please send your entries by 13 March 2026 to: 

Books in Homes Australia  

Role Model Competition 

PO Box 647, Botany NSW 1455 Books kindly donated  
by Scholastic.

Role Model Competition

Thank you to all our sponsors...

DANNY LEE

CHERYL 
DEGUARA



orange

1. Ratus Moratus
Trouble isn’t far away for 
this lazy rat!

2. Beyond the Shore
A story to encourage 
curiosity and overcome 
fear.

3. Paper Chase
Two friends, a special tree 
and the extraordinary 
story of how paper is 
made.

4. Ribbit
Frog loves his peace and 
quiet, until a new friend 
keeps interrupting!

5. No, David!
David just can’t help 
getting into  
trouble!

6. Piggle the Pig:  
The Perfect Pigsty
Will Piggle have his house 
ready for his parents’ visit?

7. Bush Bubs
A delightful collection of 
illustrated Australian baby 
animals.

8. Mumma Bear
A beautiful ode to the 
mumma bears in our 
lives.

9. Kindness Rocks!
A colourful story to help 
understand the many 
forms of kindness.

10. All the Love in the 
Bush
The bush is full of 
love...Snugglepot and 
Cuddlepie explore its 
wonders.

11. Not Another 
Unicorn Book
A unicorn who is tired of 
being in unicorn books 
tries to escape!

12. Our Dance
Celebrate Australia’s 
animals with dance, 
rhyme, movement, and 
vibrant illustrations.



 

 

blue

13. Bin Chicken’s 
Eggcellent Easter
Ibis spies something 
shiny—glittering  
eggs!

14. The Style Secrets of 
Gareth McGreen
This toad is a fabulous 
fashion designer!

15. Naynay and the 
Mermaid
A magical underwater 
adventure, drawing 
on the stories of the 
Boonwurrung people.

16. Some Days You’ll 
Have Days Like These
Help young readers 
understand that however 
you feel, you will get 
through the day.

17. Can You Find the 
Piggies?
Find the three little pigs 
as they travel through 
different fairy tales.

18. Bowerbird 
Bloom
The chicks 
are growing, 
changing...  
and collecting 
blue.

19. The Incredible 
Freedom Machines
A young girl finds a 
machine that carries her 
to all kinds of wonderful 
places.

20. One Word and a 
Bird
A beautiful story of 
chance, love and finding 
the right word.

21. My Story, Our 
Country: A First Nations 
Family History
Explores the history and 
culture of First Nations 
people through the 
author’s own family story.

22. The Most Boring 
Book Ever
This book is not as boring 
as it pretends to be!

23. O.M.G: Oh My 
G.O.A.T!
Goat and Duck explore 
surprising fun with playful 
words, acronyms and 
laughter.

24. We’re Different And 
It’s Totally Cool!
A fun book that shows 
we are all different in 
looks and emotions... and 
that’s ok!



purple

25. Cat on the Run 
Episode 3: Hidden 
Layers!
Brains washed! Internet 
wiped! Villains unmasked. 
What will Princess 
Beautiful do next?

26. Dragon Girls #11: 
Zoe the Beach Dragon
The Dragon Girls must 
face their fears to save  
a turtle leader.

27. Mini Beasts in 3D
Explore insects and 
spiders close up!

28. Nerra—Deep Time 
Traveller #3: The 
Whirlpool At Mermaid 
Rock
The Dreaming is no 
longer in balance and 
Nerra must help.

29. Yarn Quest: The 
Power of the Heart
A mysterious illness 
spreads and our 
adventurers must find 
a cure to save the Story 
Realm.

30. Dog Man #13: Big 
Jim Begins
Discover the origin story 
of Dog Man and friends.

31. the Bad Guys 
Episode 20: One Last 
Thing
It’s the final episode... 
and it’s epic!

32. Diary of a Netball 
Star #4: Grand Final
Can Liz face the grand 
final after her brother 
cuts her hair?

33. Little Ash #10: 
Sleepover Surprise!
Not everyone is excited 
to be away from home. 
How can Ash help?

34. The Good, The Bad, 
and The Fluffy
True stories of animal 
troublemakers!

35. Twinning #1: BFFs 
(NOT)
The battle between 
sisters is on. Who will 
win?

36. Super Epic Dragon 
Quest: The Deadly Fang
Arlo and Julia escape 
their embarrassing dads 
and go on a quest to save 
their land.



  

green

37. Deadly Science: 
Renewable Resources
Learn how the choices 
we make every day can 
affect our planet’s future.

38. Second to None
DJ can solve any social 
problem at school, until 
he uncovers a secret 
conspiracy!

39. Family Disasters: 
Road Rage
Nothing could prepare 
Jakob for the landslides, 
breakdowns and floods 
on his family road trip!

40. Escape from 
Alcatraz
Chip uncovers a prison 
escape plan involving his 
father at Alcatraz.

41. I Survived The 
Japanese Tsunami, 2011
Ben is stranded in an 
unfamiliar country after 
he is swept away by a 
tsunami.

42. Secret Keeper
Friendship, secrets, 
and change—can Nell 
navigate new bonds and 
old loyalties?

43. Scream: The Human 
Flytrap
Josh’s family moves to 
a spooky, run-down old 
house.

44. Wylah the Koorie 
Warrior #4: Champions
Wylah’s back, and 
facing a series of epic 
challenges to rescue her 
koala friends from the 
Dragon Army.

45. Strong Spirit
Create your own poster 
art and learn the symbols 
commonly used in 
Aboriginal art.

46. My Australian Story: 
The Battle for Victoria 
Street
It’s 1973, and Billie gets 
involved in a protest to 
save her home.

47. Evil Duck and the 
Feather of Fortune
Twins Flo and Eddie 
accidentally unleash an 
evil duck on the world!

48. Dragons vs Wolves 
#1: Fallen Star
The ancient war between 
dragons and wolves is 
about to begin again.



Carlton R-9 School

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 94 

LOCATION: Port Augusta, SA

ABOUT US: Carlton School is a small Aboriginal 

school located in Port Augusta, known as the 

crossroads of Australia. Our community is home to 

many Aboriginal Language groups, and we proudly 

acknowledge that we live and learn on the lands 

of the Banggarla people. At Carlton School, we 

are dedicated to improving literacy and numeracy 

outcomes through explicit, targeted teaching that 

supports the needs of individual students. Cultural 

inclusivity is at the heart of our school, and the 

local Adnyamathanha language is both taught and 

celebrated throughout our learning environment.

We are thrilled to partner with Books in Homes, 

thanks to the generous support of our sponsor BHP 

Carrapateena, who give our students nine new books 

each year and the opportunity to develop a lifelong 

love of reading.



What a fantastic selection of books you have to choose from!  
You will receive three new books from this catalogue, but in  
case we are unable to supply one of these books, we ask you 
to choose four.

In the boxes below, write the number 1 against your first 
book choice, then 2 against your second choice, 3 against 
your third choice and 4 against your fourth choice. Once you 
have selected all four books and have completed your details 
above, please hand your Book Order Form to your teacher.

Don’t forget to keep a record of the four books you have 
chosen by circling the books in your book catalogue, and 
remember to enter our competition on page 2 for your 
chance to win some fantastic prizes.
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We hope you enjoy reading your 
new books, and remember...

How to complete your Book Order Form 
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