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ums, dads, carers and teachers—don’t panic when | say this—

but when | was young, | didn't like to read. But | love reading
now! | failed English at school and found grammar hard to
understand. What | did love, however, was telling a story. | would
write things down with spelling mistakes and commas in all the
wrong places, but my yarn was always a good one—and | was
encouraged to keep trying.

’
G’day,
I’m Leah Purcell, a proud
First Nations actor, writer and
director for theatre, television
and film. I’m also a novelist
and now a children’s
author.

My mother would read The Drover's Wife by Henry Lawson to
me when | was a little girl. | would always stop her before the
end and proudly recite the famous last line: “Ma, | won't never
go a-drovin”. Being read to as a child is such a gift. And thanks
to that encouragement—and my love of storytelling—I grew up
to become an actor, director, and writer. Over time, that one story
my mum read to me has inspired a play, a film, a novel, and now a
children'’s picture book The Drover's Son. So, thank you, Mum. And
thank you, Henry Lawson, for writing a story | could connect with.

That's the trick, really. When you find a story, you can imagine
yourself in, reading becomes exciting. That's how it worked for me.

Today, being a published author makes me feel proud—especially
" knowing | once struggled so much with reading. As a writer, | draw
deeply from my own family history and from Australian history
to inspire my fictional worlds. When | was fourteen, | wanted to
understand more about my Aboriginality. Due to government
policies, my mother and grandparents were prevented from
passing on our culture to me. Through research and listening
to my Elders’ oral stories, | pieced together our history and
L found my grounding—culturally, spiritually, and creatively.
That grounding shapes who | am and the stories | tell.

- e | hope | can inspire young people who are struggling with
' reading, and that The Drover’s Son encourages curiosity
about Australia’s history.

L \ Illustrated by Dub Leffler, The Drover’s Son is set in 1893
. b on the beautiful Alpine Country of the Monaro Ngarigo
and Ngambri Walgalu. It's a yarn about fathers and
sons, a mother's fierce and enduring love, and family in
all its forms. Above all, it's a story about a time we must
not forget—and about the power of stories themselves.
| hope you enjoy reading it or reading it to
someone you love.
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Role Model Competition

For your chance to win one of 25 book prize packs (10 titles in each),
please read the front page of your Books in Homes Catalogue and
answer the following questions:

1. Who is our Role Model this term?

2. What does our Role Model do as a career?

3. What book did our Role Model's mother read to her ;
when she was a little girl? F ot OF

4. What did our Role Model want to understand more MINECH
about when she was fourteen years old? .

5. Whatis The Drover’s Son about?

Bonus Question
6. What magical journey would you like to go on?

Please add a drawing of a story that you can imagine
yourself in and which you believe would make
an exciting read.

Make sure you also write:
1. Your full name

2. The school you attend
3. The class you are in

4. How old you are.

Good Luck!

Please send your entries by 5 June 2026 to:

Books in Homes Australia

Role Model Competition Books kindly donated
by Scholastic.

PO Box 647, Botany NSW 1455

Thank you to all our sponsors...
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1. Hotdog & Friends:
Fun Park!

The perfectly planned
picnic quickly turns
into a disaster!

5. The Crayon Stub
Big Cat dreams of

becoming a famous

9. Duckie & Snaps:
We Cannot Be Friends
A funny story about two
very unlikely friends!

2. How Big Is Love?

A child seeks
reassurance, discovering
a family love that is
boundless.

NELLY EROME-EROWN & TAMMY DOYLE

6. Bendable

This little mule is
determined to become a
gymnast, bendable or not!

10. Felix and His
Fantastic Friends

A celebration of the
magic that disability and
difference can bring to
the playground.
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3. I'd Rather Be a Shark
A child wonders

if life would be

better as Jovve O
a shark... N ..

Corey Tult and Irma Gald

. TOME HOME,
BIGIBILA
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7. Come Home, Bigibila
Bigibila finds herself far
from her Country—how
will she find her way back?

11. We Are All Amazing
Celebrate the ways in
which we are all . . .
AMAZING.

orange

4. Brunocorn:
Treasure Trouble
Can Bruno's clumsy
magic save his friends
from a troll?
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8. Happy Barry Capybara:
Gone Bananas

Chilled out Barry finds a fun
way to help the monkeys.

12. Our Dreaming
Explore a deep respect for
Country and her spirits.
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LUEE JOHN MATTHEW ARMOLD

13. Learning Country
A vibrant picture book that

14. My Body, My Voice
A story showing the power

15. Save the Gum Trees, 16. My Dog Ate
Bees and Big Blue Seas  the Bathroom

celebrates the traditional
names of well-known
Australian places.
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17. Wowee!

Look at That Tree!

This is the story of one
small tree who chose to
grow a little differently.

.

21. Mr Luke's Magic

Library: Ocean Adventure

Mr Luke's class opened
a magic book and found

themselves under the seal

of language and the

importance of our voice.

18. Together: A Book
About Community

A story showing how
we can work together
to build strong
communities.

Caterpillar and
Butterfly
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AMBELIN KWATMULLIMNA

22. Caterpillar and
Butterfly

A beautiful tale about
bravery and overcoming
one’s fears.

A colourful call to action

to love the land and
everything upon it.

One Race

19. One Race

An empowering call for
unity, embracing what
connects us all ...

our humanity.

23. This Book is
Just Bananas

A hilarious rhyming
celebration of

the banana!

Chaos erupts when
Ella’s dog starts eating
everything!

20. these long-loved
things

A moving story of love,
loss and the power of
shared memories.

NUEX LAFMER & FRILLIF DULLEN
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24. Dragon Dave
The Not So Brave
Dragon Dave wants to
rewrite his story!
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LITTLE SISTER

25. Dragon Girls #12: 26. Baby-Sitters Little
Sofia the Lagoon Dragon Sister #10: Karen'’s Prize
Can the Dragon Girls Karen wins every spelling
find the magical narwhal bee, but her friends think
in time? she is a show-off.

29. Lionel Messi: 30. Gymnastics

AU Access Diaries #2: Bar Star
Follow Messi's journey Can Georgia overcome
from youth leagues to her fears to become the
World Cup Champion! next Bar Star?

P
RekEMy

33. Pokemon Horizons: 34. The Terrible Trio:
Fuecoco, | Choose You! The (Not So) Superheroes
Liko, Roy and friends set Zeb, Margarine and Barry
out on an airship with have been given THE
Captain Pikachu! WORST superpowers.

Will they ever be heroes?
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27. Twinning #2:
Skipping Stars

Will Izzy be the school's
Skipping Star, or will it be
her rival, Clover?

31. Narm-Jaap:

A Flinders Street
Station History
Discover the First Nations
history of this iconic site.

35. Kicking It Football
Academy #2: Best Start
Alex has made it into the
best football academy,
but now she’s nervous!

b o
g8 ak
_:.I{"ql:.f @

LEAN FLRCRLL
TS | TR b ~%,
g e R

i

ey Sl

=

SPROVER'S
ill

28. The Drover’s Son

A story of connection that
shares challenging truths
about the history of Australia
and life working the land.

%

32. Curious Questions

& answers about...
Prehistoric Animals
Weird and wonderful facts
about ancient creatures.

36. Little Ash #1.:
Perfect Match!

Ash loves to play all
different kinds of sports,
but how will she choose
a favourite?




37.Ela at Eden #8:
The Shadow Pony
Ella volunteers for
the Eden College
equestrian team.

CLALIDIA BND MEAN JANINE

41. The Baby-Sitters
Club #4: Claudia
and Mean Janine
Claudia’s sister always
seems so perfect. Will
they ever get along?

Animal
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45, Animal Adaptations
Learn about animal
adaptations, with
recognition of how
Indigenous Australians
have protected them.

38. Worst Pets Ever!
Book 1: Locked Up!

The new recruits locked
up at the Worst Pets Ever
Obedience School plan
an escape!

42. Dreaming Spirit
Create your own poster
art and learn the symbols
commonly used in
Aboriginal art.

46. | Survived
Hurricane Katrina, 2005
Barry gets swept away

by floodwaters and
separated from his family.

39. Danger Road
Two brothers try to
solve a cold case
murder mystery in
their small town.

43. Speechless

Mira’s worst enemy is
staying with her family!
Will Mira ever find

her voice?

47. Tom Gates:

Five Star Stories

Will Tom get his story
finished for the school
story book?

40. Songlines:

First Knowledges

for Younger Readers

An engaging introduction
to Indigenous traditional
knowledges in history,
art, science, and more.

Cardle
Island

44. Candle Island
A grieving girl finds
solace and strength
through art on a
secluded island.

48. The Last Resort
Lila must uncover her
grandfather’s killer and
stop the dark forces
from entering the
human world.




NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 94 GLENCORE
LOCATION: Garbutt, QLD TECHNOLOGY

ABOUT US: Garbutt State School is a welcoming

and diverse learning community located in the suburb
of Garbutt in Townsville, Queensland. We proudly
acknowledge the Bindal and Wulgurukaba peoples

as the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we
learn and grow. Our school is committed to delivering
high-quality, targeted teaching that supports every
student to thrive academically, socially, and emotionally.
We embrace cultural inclusivity and value the unique
strengths each learner brings to our community.

Through the Books in Homes program, generously supported
by Glencore Technology, our students receive access to quality
books that build confidence, strengthen literacy skills, and inspire
a genuine love of reading. This partnership creates meaningful
opportunities that extend learning beyond the classroom.




Books In Term Two 2026
Homes Book Order Form

Full Name Class

School Teacher

How to complete your Book Order Form

What a fantastic selection of books you have to choose from! Don't forget to keep a record of the four books you have
You will receive three new books from this catalogue, but in chosen by circling the books in your book catalogue, and
case we are unable to supply one of these books, we ask you remember to enter our competition on page 2 for your
to choose four. chance to win some fantastic prizes.

In the boxes below, write the number 1 against your first
book choice, then 2 against your second choice, 3 against We hope you enjoy reading your Redd t

(o)
your third choice and 4 against your fourth choice. Once you new books. and remember succeed.
have selected all four books and have completed your details ! ;

above, please hand your Book Order Form to your teacher.

NS 100182028

Orange Purple

1 Hotdog & Friends: Fun Park!

25 Dragon Girls #12: Sofia the Lagoon Dragon
2 How Big Is Love? 26  Baby-Sitters Little Sister #10: Karen'’s Prize
3 I'd Rather Be a Shark 27 Twinning #2: Skipping Stars
4 Brunocorn: Treasure Trouble 28 The Drover's Son
5 The Crayon Stub 29 Lionel Messi: All Access
6 Bendable 30 Gymnastics Diaries #2: Bar Star
7 Come Home, Bigibila 31 Narm-Jaap: A Flinders Street Station History
8 Happy Barry Capybara: Gone Bananas 32 Curious Questions & answers about... Prehistoric Animals
9 Duckie & Snaps: We Cannot Be Friends 33 Pokemon Horizons: Fuecoco, | Choose You!
10 Felix and His Fantastic Friends 34 The Terrible Trio: The (Not So) Superheroes
11  We Are All Amazing 35 Kicking It Football Academy #2: Best Start

12  Our Dreaming 36 Little Ash #1: Perfect Match!

Green

37 Ella at Eden #8: The Shadow Pony

Blue

13 Learning Country
14 My Body, My Voice 38 Worst Pets Ever! Book 1: Locked Up!

15 Save the Gum Trees, Bees and Big Blue Seas 39 Danger Road

16 My Dog Ate the Bathroom 40 Songlines: First Knowledges for Younger Readers

17 Wowee! Look At That Tree! 41 The Baby-Sitters Club #4: Claudia and Mean Janine

18 Together: A Book About Community 42 Dreaming Spirit
19 One Race 43 Speechless
20 these long-loved things 44 Candle Island

21  Mr Luke’s Magic Library: Ocean Adventure 45 Animal Adaptations

22 Caterpillar and Butterfly 46 | Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005
23 This Book Is Just Bananas 47 Tom Gates: Five Star Stories

24 Dragon Dave The Not So Brave 48 The Last Resort
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